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Account of the Howling Dervises, and of the Market for 
Greek Manuscripts at Constantinople. 


[From the Second Part of Clarke's Travels.] 


HERE is still another instance of the most extraordinary 
superstition perhaps ever known in the history of 
mankind, full of the most shameless and impudent imposture : 
itis the exhibition of pretended miracks, wrought in conse- 
quence of the supposed power of faith, by a sect who are 
called the howling dervishes of Scutary. | have before alluded 
to their orgies, assimilar tothose practised,according to sacred 
Scripture, by the priests of Baal; and they are probably 
aremnaut of the most ancient heathen ceremonies of eastern 
nations. The Turks hold this sect in greater veneration than 
they do even the dancing dervishes. 

We passed over to Scutary, from Pera, accompanied by a 
janissary, and arrived at the place where this exhibition is 
made. The Turks called it a mosque ; but it more resembled 
a barn, and reminded us of the sort of booth fitted up with 
louse planks by wendicant conjurers at an English fair. This 
resemblance was further increased, by our finding at the en- 
trance two strange figures, who, learning the cause of our visit, 
asked if we wished to have the “ fire and dagger business,” 
introduced among other performances, We replied, by ex- 
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pressing our inclination to sce as much of the rites as they 
might think proper to exhibit: upon this, we were told 
that we must pay something more.than usual, for miracles, 4 
bargain was therefore mide, upon condition that we should 
see allthe miracles. We were then permitted 'o enter tlie 
inosque, and directed to place ourselves in a simall gallery, 
raised twosteps from the floor. Close to one extremity of 
this gallery, certain of the dervishes wer employed in boil. 
ing coffee upon two brasiers of lighted charcoal: this was 
brought to us in small cups, with pipes, and stools for seats, 
At the other extremity of the gallery, a party of Turks 
were also smoking, and drinking coffee. Upon the walls of 
the mosque were suspended daggers, skewers, wire-scourges, 
pincers,and many other creadiul instruments of toriure and 
penance. [t might have been supposed a chamber of in. 
quisition if the ludicrous mummery around had not rather 
given it the air of a conjurer’s booth. It was a long time be- 
fore the ceremony began. At leagth, the principal dervish, 
patting on his robe of state, which consisted of a greasy 
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green pelisse with half-worn fur, (apparently asecond-hand pur 
chase from the rag-market,) opened the business of the exhibi- 
tion. At first, they repeated the ordinary prayers of the 
Turks ; in which our janissary joined, after having washed his 
head, feet, and hands. All strangers afterwards withdrawing 
to the gallery, a most ragged and filthy set of dervishes 
seated themselves upon the floor, forming a circle round their 
superior. 

These men began to repeat a series of words, as if they were 
uttering sounds by rote ; smiling, at the same time, with 
great complacency upon each other: presently, their siniles 
were converted to a laugh, seemingly so unaffected and so 
hearty, that we sympathetically joined in their mirth. Upon this, 
Our janissary and ioterpreter became alarmed, and desired 
us to use more Caution; as the laughter we noticed was the 
result of religious emotion, arising from the delight ‘ex- 
perienced in repeating the attributes of the Deity. Duringa fall 
liour the dervishes continued hiughing*end repeating the same 
words, inclining their heads and bodies backwards and 
forwards. ‘Then they al! rose, and we re joined by others, who 


were lo act avery Cunspicuous part i the ceremony. [hese 
they had taken a station, they changed their post again, for 
purposes tous unknown. Finally, they all stood in a semi- 


were some ume in placing themselves; and frequently after 


circle before the superior, and then a dance began : this, with- 


out any Motion of the feet or hands, consisted « 
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} they 
lold Bhs it seemed rather the horrid and intimidating grimace 
‘ AB inadness. In the mean time the superior moved for- 
rould dd, until he stood in the midst of them, repeating the 
ler me words, and marking the measure of utterance, by 
wal palin his hands, accompanica with a motion of his 
. “ at. 
oe At this time another figure ma le |} S appearance, an 
dman, very like the representations of Spaguolet painted 
als, | Diogenes, and quite as ragzed, Placing himself on the 
urks Pee? ‘ . pe BO > torr 
"* bof the semicircle, with bis face towards the dervishes, 
de i began to howl the same words, much louder, and with 
o*"s beater animation than the rest, and, beating time with all the 
rs force of his arm, encouraged them to exertions they 
! were almost incapable of sustaining. Many of them ap- 
re peared alinost exhausted, tossing their h ads about, while 
sh, their laugh presented one of the most horrible convulsions 
2 tof feature the human countenance is capable of assuming. 
me Sill the oscillatory motion an I the howling continued, becom- 
tt jing every instant more violent ; and the ound of their voices 
he jresemblecl the gruntiag of expiring hogs ; Sates ae length one 
his ol them gave a convulsive Sprreag from the floor, and, as 
ng [he leaped, called loudly and vehemently “ Mohammed ! 
be No sooner was this pe re ived, than one of the ‘attendants 
ee taking him in his arms, raised him from: the floor, and turned 
him three timesround. Then a loud hissing noise as of fire, 
re | proceeded from his mouth, hich ceased on the superior placing 
h his hand upon his lips. ‘The same person then taking the skin 
og jo his throat between the finger and thumb = of his left 
mt land, pierced it through with an tron skewer he held in his 
;, ight, and left him standing, exposed to view in that situation, 
q [tilling loudly upon Mohammed, 
. By this time some of the others, apparently quite spent, 





fected to be seized in the same way, and were turned round 
the other had been. The person who turned them, sup- 
pried them afterwards in his arms, while they recline their 
tees upon his'right shoulder, and evidently were occupied 
itincing their mouths with something concealed beneath his 
frments. ‘The same process took place respecting their 
Lunds, which were secretly fortified in a similar way, by 
ome substance used to prevent the effect ‘of fire upon the 
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*Itis the same used by conjurers in England, who pretend to 
¥ fire-eaters. Inthe selections which have appeared from the 
vntleman’s Magazine, this nostrum is made public. It is prepared 
von sulphur. 
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! We now observed the attendants busied, on our right hand, 
below the gallery, heating irons in the brasiers used for boil. 
ing the coffee. As soon as the irons were red-hot, they carried 
them glowing among the dervishes, who, seizing thein with 
vivlence, began to lick them with their tongues. While we 
were occupied in beholding this extraordinary sight, our at 
tention was suddenly called off to one of them, who was stamp- 
ing in a distant pait of the mosque, with one of the iron: 








between his teeth. This was taken from him by the superior; 
and the man falling into apparent convulsious, was caught by 
anatiendantand placed upon the floor, with his face to the 
earti. Some of the rest then jumped about, stabbing theu- 
selves in different parts of the bodies. 

A noise of sobbing and la::entation was now hearc in alatticed 
gallery above, where we were told women were stationed, who, 
doubtless, being completely duped by the artificers which 
had been practised, were sufficiently alarmed. As we were 
already disgusted with such outrages upon religion, under 
any name, we descenikd from the gallery, and prepared to 
walk out; when the superior, fearing that his company might 
give him the slip, instantly put an end to the léger-de-main, 
and demanded pay meat. While this took place, it was 
highly amusing to sve all the fire-eaters, and the dagger 
bearers, recover at once from their fainting and convulsions, 
and walk about, talking with each other in perfect ease aud 
indifference*, 

If what has been here stated is not enough to prove the| 
coutemptible imposture practised upon these occasions, a cil 
cumstance that occurred afterwards will put the maiter beyond 
all doubt. 

§ A Swiss gentleman, acting as goldsmith and jeweller to the 
grand signior, invited us, with a l.rge party of English, to 
dine at bis house in Cunstantinople. When dinver was ended, 
one of the howling dervishes, the most renowned for miracu- 


lous power, was brought in, to amuse the company as a cou | 
mon conjurer. faking his seat ov a divan at the upper end 
of the room, he practised all the tricks we ha! seen at} 


the mosque, with the exception of the hot irons, for which 

he coufessed he was not prepared, Heaffected to siab bins If, 

in the eyes and clceks, with large poiguards 5 but, upon exan- 
nation, 


* It has been deemed proper to insert this cireumstance, he 
cause Mr. Dallaway has stated, that “ totally exhausted by | 


pain and fatigue, they tall to the yvround in a senseless trance, 
when thev are removed to the chambers, and nussed with the 
Preatest care, upul their recovery enables them to repeat so severe 
4 proot of their devotion.” See Constantinople, Antient and Modern, 
by Dallaw ay, p. 129, 
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nation, we soon discovered that the blades of the weapons 
were admitted by springs into their handles, like those used 
upon the stage in our theatres, A trick which*he practised 
with extraordinary skill and address, was that of drawing a 
sabre across his nuked body, alter having caused the skin of 


the abduimen to iF pse over It. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





A SERIES OF NAVAL BULLETINS, 


-RIBED TO BUONAPARTE. 


cr) 


INS 
BY LIEUTENANT D. O'BRIEN, R. N. 
(Continued from Page 231.) 


BULLETIN THE FOURTH. 


(September 5, 1807.) | TOTHING particular occurred, At 

a day light, having found a conve- 
nient wood, we concealed ourselses, as usual, during the day— 
atmghi, we again resumed our peregrination ; and,at about 11, 
we arrived ov au immense bro.d road: imagining it led to 
Castelet la Capelle,* agreed to keep it some time, as it was 
ne rly in our direcuon, and the night was beautiful and serene. 
About midnight, we were all of a sudden in a street: the 
buildings large ; and it had the appearance of a place of some 
respectability. This discovery astonished us the more, as_ the 
place bad neaher rampart nor fortification of any description ; 
aud hith rto we had been of optoton, that there was no town 
of this m.gnitude in France, without being well fortified, 
We perceived lights in several of the houses: we, however, 
had very little time to consider—-heard men’s voices in diffe- 
rent directions, dogs barking, &c. &c. At that moment we 
ha; pily observed an opeutny, % hich we instantly nade towards, 
and foued it a by lance, which we followed, and which con 
ducted us-clear oat of the town: but we bad seveta! canals, 
mills, &c. to pass iu the suburbs, before we gor ino a direct 
track. However, we had atl. st succeeded, and hid ihe felreity 
ol congratulating each other on so fortunate wn esc: pe; but 
were entirely igavrant what town this could be: which made 
us uctermined to inquire at the first house we should approach, 

and 


* A small town in Lavunois, 
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and in 2 few minutes an opportunity offered. We discovered 
several hats on the road side. Mr, A. and myself advanced, 
leaving the others concealed, and knocking at the door of one 
of the huts, a man (as we supposed in bed) asked what we 
wanted? We answered, we were poor distressed travellers, 
guite hungry and faint—would be glad to know what distance 

were from the next town. He told us, not above a mile 
from Moncornet.* We asked, if he would have the goodness 
to scli or give us a little bread: as we had travelled along way, 
and were quite weary, He, and a woman, replied, they would, 
if we would call ia the morning :—they were determmed not 
1 open the door, so we marched off, and joined our compa- 
nions, having made the discovery we wished. We then pro- 
ceeded, anxiously wishing tor day-light, that we might discover 
on the map whereabout Moacoinet was. 


Sunday, September 6th, 1807. Ata litde before day-light, 
having crossed the Serre, we balted in a wood not more than 
three leagues from this town—it was very thin; we shifted aud 
changed many times, before we could find any part calculated 
to shelter us. At last pitched upon a spot, which we made 
talerably comfortable, by breaking branches, and placing them 
all round us, We were very much disappointed on inspecting 
our map, to find we were not near so far advanced as we had 
supposed: notwithstanding we considered ourselves to have 
heen very fortunate. The weather was hazy, with drizzling 
rain, which made us uncomfortable—we managed to sleep a 
little. At about two in the afternoon we were alarmed by a 
fowler aud his pointer; the latter approached us very near, 
and as soon as he perceived us, began to bark and yell. The 
master came also close to us; and kept whistling and calling 
to his dog, who at this time was a great distance from him, 
having retired precipitately on discovering us. The man kept 
on ina direct Jine, in pursuit of the pointer; we perceived his 
legs and feet distinctly, as he passed, but, from our position, 
were certain he did not see us. This person gone, we ex- 
claimed, we are fortunate fellows? we certainly shall get clear 
olf. The joy felt at this hair-breadth escape, can only be con- 
ceived by people who have been in a similar situation, At 
the usual hour, we quitted this place, and had the happiness 
to find that some apple trees, just outside the wood, were 
stocked with ve ry excellent fruit. l need not observe, that we 
filled our pockets and knapsacks with them. What little bis- 
eut we had now remaining, wes literally crumbled to dust; 
which made this supply more welcome. It was excessively 


dark 


This town is seated on the banks of the river Serre, in Laounois. 
We learned since that it is famous for serge manufactori¢ 
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dark all this night, and we rece.ved a vast number of fails, 
Lieutenant Essel was now getting very much fatigued, and 
could notkeep up. We apprehended, trom the great alteration 
in his appearance, the two or three last days, that he would 
be obliged to halt on the way: however, we resolved to con- 
tinue with him as long as it appeared prudent. We crossed 
the Oise this night, in two different places. This river is very 
serpentine, and is divided into several branches. Our com- 
rade, Essel, getting worse, we balted early in a very commodious 
wood, 


Monday, September 7ih, 1807. We surveyed our stock of 
provisions, and found it truly miserable; not having a pound 
of biscuit, or dust, and not much-sausage. What to do tn 
this critical situation, we were very much at a loss to know. 
It was evident that we could not exist long without provisions ; 
consequently our plan of keeping away from houses, Xc. could 
noi be adhered to much longer: it remained, therefore, to be 
considered, which was the best method of acting. After a 
long discussion, we concluded that Messrs. Sa—ell and A——, 
being the most meagre looking amongst us, and of course the 
most like Frenchmen, should endeavour to procure some bread, 
&e. at the first retired lonely habitation we should sce early in 
the night; fearing, if we waited fora late hour, that our res 
ception might be equally inhospitable with that in the vicinity 
of Moncornet. Al! matters being thus seitled, dway we 
marched. At about 9, we perceived a house that appeared to 
answer the desc riptton require a directly i our course. The 
two Fienchified gentlemen advanced to try their luck ; Liea- 
tenaut Essel and myself remained seated “close to a thickset 
hedge. Wecontinued in that position some time, waiting the 
result of our friends’ embassy —my poor companicn compilain- 
ing gricvensly of the alteration in bis heelih: finding they 
Were not returning, we imagined that, perhips, they bad met 


Wilh a good reception, and were enjoying Lege sere we 


agreed, as this house was direct in our way, to pass by care 
lessly. Aceordingly walked on. Just as © pasted the door, 


they made their appearance, with a young man dressed hke a 
ere . " » i 

peasant. ‘They joined, and informed us, they could procere 

no relief at that house; but that there was a smail vilage 


within a few hundred yards of us, and this young man was 
| 


' 
‘ 
i 


going to shew them a public bouse in it, where they could get 

supplied with every thing. [ declare [ was of opiaion, that 

this was a great ac il too kind on his p ty advis dt ii, 

hercfore, to send this guide back, as we certainly coul: 7 f arf 
} 


| | 1 ‘ 
ue wouse without hy sassistance: he insisted 
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us- inquired if we were also of the party, and presen ly the 
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Villave appeared—very small—at which 1 rejoiced greatly. 
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Numbers of people were moving about, and our guide in- 
formed us, it was a féte day. The public house appeared : 
the young man pointed to it, saying, you may enter without 
fear, and quitted us. E did not hke this last observation : 
however, we were by this time on the threshold++a number of 
people in the door way—xo0 alterva ive—so in we went. The 
house was crowded with both sexes, dancing and amusing them- 
selves. The dancing ceased immediately after we entered ; 
every eye was fixed upon os. We calied for a place where 
we could sit aud refresh ourselves, and were shewn into a room. 
We asked for some bread, cheese, and wine, got it, aad ate 
heartily, although we could not boust of much comfort, 
Several of the peasants and their wives came and seated them 

selves close to our table, pressing us totake some of their 
gateaux ; from our appearacce, caps, knapsacks, &ce. we saw 
they took as for conscripts, going to the army. We told them 
we were going to Gatse, aud were obliged to travel day and 
night, in consequence of onr regiment being ordered away, 
and our remaining at home too Jong. Called for our bill, and 
desired them to bring us a large loaf of bread, and a bottle of 
brandy, as we might want them before our arrivalat the before- 
mentioned town. This done, they all wished us success, and 
we parted. My God! how delightful did the fields (when 
clear of this village) appear to us once more! We now pro- 
ceeded, amusing ourselves wi h the conversation we had with 
the old farmers and their wives—the different sensations each 
of us had at the time, &c. Poor Essel complained greatly 
of fatigue and weakness; and my knee affected me a little 
every night, when we commenced our route, but soon wore off. 
At day-light we stopped at a wood joining a farm house, on 
the banks of the Oise. 

Tuesday, September 8, 1807. We commenced our march 
about seven in the evening, after being greatly alarmed by a 
genteel dressed woman and two children, who had passed ; a 
servant before her shaking the brambles, and knocking the 
wet off the trees; they were so close as to touch the very bush 
that covered us. About half past eight we crossed the Oise 
in tuo places; agaia being obliged to pass through a small 
village, to get to the bridge that led over. 


(To le continued.) 








Character of Sultan Mahmoud. 
[From Mr. Galt’s Voyages and Travels.] 
ULTAN MAHMOUD is universally allowed to possess an 


intlexible mind; and though only about thirty vears of 


Y ’ age, 
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age, to display as much practical talent and knowledge of 
mankind as his counsellors. His complexion is pale, his eye 
thoughtful and penetrating, and his physiognomy indicates a 
reserved nature ; but there is a melancholy cast in the general 
expression of his countenance, that is iutcresting, and rather, 
L think, conciliating. 

Since his accession, his attention has been directed to, as he 
conceives, the means of recovering the former authority and 
power of the sultans. But the world is changed. Instead of 
seeking the restoration of that awful obedience, with which 
the firmans of his ancestors were executed like divine fiats, 
his efforts might be more fruitfully employed on some new 
plan of rule better adapted to the state of opinion among his 
subjeets, To cure the corruptions of the government is im- 
possible ; and the last of the Ottomans, by his individual at- 
tempts, is, perhaps, only accelerating his own doom. 

The Turks can no longer be regarded as a miliiary nation ; 
nor, by the nature of things, can the spirit which animated 
their ancestors, be recalled. The system which the sultan has 
adopted may be regarded not only as founded in an erroneous 
conception of the moral and political state of his own empire, 
but also of that of the world. ‘To aim at the introduction of 
discipline among his troops cannot but be esteemed laudable ; 
but, attempting to accomplish this by the espionnage of fami- 
liars, and the rapid and mysterious execution of orders for 
exile or death, deserves another name. Mahmoud is consti- 
tutionally religious. He is said to have an unsuspecting faith 
in the eternal and triumphant destiny which Mahomet promised 
to his successors. In the traditions and tales which he has 
heard, as the. histories of his nation, it is not likely that be was 
informed, that his ancestors were neither descendants nor suc- 
cessors of the prophet; although this notion seems to 
have acquired unimpairable credit in the minds of the 
Turks. 

liisremarkable, that, notwithstanding the boundless polygamy 
allowed.to the sultans, Mahmoud is the last of his family ; 
and on the throne, at atime when the concurring opinion of 
the world is, that the Turks must speedily abandon their 
European empire. 

Among various anecdotes that I have heard of Mahmoud, 
the following, as tending to illustrate his character, and 
the condition of the state, are the most worthy of being re- 
peated. When about to mount his horse, in order to be 
litugurated, the chief of the janizaries, according to the 
duty of his oflice, advanced to hold the stirrup: “ Let it 
alone,” said the sultan, “ I ought rather to hold your’s.” 

Hearing lately that there was a seditious murmuring 
among the janizaries, he went secretly at night to the 
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quarters of the officers, and calling them before him, said, that 
he was informed of their mutinous spirit, aud to take care 
that he heard nomore of it. For the time, this decisive con- 
duet produced the desired effect. 

When the fleet returned last winter, from the Black 
Sea, it came in unexpectedly. The sultan, fearing that there 
had been a battle, went at midnight in his barge, to satisfy 
himself. 

There is another anecdote told of him of a different com- 
plexion. An itinerant shewman had a buffoon whom he 
used todress and shew to the Turks, as a speaking bear.— 
The sultan hearing of so surprising an animal, com- 
amanded it to be brought to the palace. He appeared highly 
amused, and requested the keeper to sell it; this, however, 
the keeper managed to refuse; his majesty then desired 
that it might be left for a day or two for his amusement, and he 
ordered it to be placed in a cage among his other wild 
beasts, where it was offered no food, but only raw heads and 
bloody bones, tor three days, at the.end of which the bear was 
dismissed. 


Account of some of the Proceedings of the British 
Army, m the Island of St. Domingo; and of the 
Capture of Cape Tiburoon and Port au Prince ; ex- 
tracted from Memoirs of the Life of Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Sir Brent Spencer. 


SOON after the commencement of the war, deputies from 
J the loyal inhabitants of St. Domingo arrived in Jamaica, 
inviting Sir Adam Williamson, the governor, to take posses- 
sion of that island, and troops were embarked in September 
for that purpose. 

Possession was immediately taken of the adjacent towns on 
the coast, without any opposition ; but this handful of troops 
soon discovered that they had to contend with a numerous and 
most desperate enemy ; the uncivilized African, converted into 
a wild and furious democrat, 

Having been joined by some royalists, though in numbers 
far short of what had been expected, aud some other trifling 
reinforcments from Jamaica, various expeditions for the security 
and extension of their posts were undertaken. The following 
is an extract of Sir Adam Williamson's account of the attack 
of Cape Tiburoon, which we give not so much for its brilliancy 
and eflect, as being au instance of the successful disembarkation 
oi troops in the face of an enemy; of the difficulties 
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of which sé much has been thought, in allusion to what 
may happen on our own shores; and also as being a 
parallel, on a small scale, of the conspicuous part Major 
Spencer afterwards ‘bore in the landing of the army on the 
coast of Egypt. 

“ Major Spencer commanded the flank companies, aud was 
not aunoyed “till the moment the boats grounded; when the 
brigands appeared in line on the beach, aud fired on the troops; 
who, by the major’s order were on shore in an instant, charged, 
and, in amoment, routed the enemy.” 

Early in the following year Brigadier-General White 
arrived with considerable reinforcmenis ; in consequence 
of which the most vigorous measures were pursued, and an 
expedition against Port au Prince, the capital of that part 
of the island, the residence of the French cominissioners, and 
their grand dépét, was soon afterwards undertaken. We find 
Major Spencer again in the most distinguished situation in this 
affair; and commanding the advanced party of the army 
destined for the attack. ‘These troops had been landed, and 
were prepared to storm Fort Bizotton, as soon as the ships of 
war had made :the necessary impression on the sea side.— 
Before this was effected a thunder storm, of the most. tre- 
mendous description, came ch, and necessarily put a stop to 
these operations. During this awfal suspense, the troops . 
rushed forward to the works, and instantaneously carried thetin 
by the bayonet. 

In this warfare, carried to the point of extermination 
on both sides, the troops were soon so harrassed and. reduced 
by sickness, that to defend their posts on the coast against 
the unceasing attacks of the enemy was all that could 
be effected ; and until reinforcements arrived from Eneland 
to their relief, their sufferings and privations, in many cases, 
were extreme. During this period the post of Tiburoon 
wis invested, and repeatedly attacked by the brigands. Its 
small garrison, consisting of about 80 men of the Sth regi- 
ment, and some colonial troops, as often beat them back. 
Being at length too much weakened to withstand such inces- 
sint attacks, they found means, during a temporary suspension, 
to withdraw from the post, and save themselves, and placing 

their wounded in the center, they endeavoured to reach the 
adjoining post of Jeremie. 





Description of a remarkable Serpent. 
[From Mr. Haensel’s Letters on the Nicobar Islands.] 
HEE is among them a short serpent, found in the neigh- 


bourhood of Tranguebar, and called by us, the split- 
28$e snake, 
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snake, (die spaltschlange). It is black, with a white streak 
down its back, dividing the body longitudinally. Its bite 
is extremely venomous ; and beimg slender, it can jn- 
sinuaie itself into a very small hole or cranny, and will emer 
rooms and closets, in quest of food. ‘There was a door 
in a dark part of my work-room, with a large clumsy lock to 
it; and one evening, as 1 was attempting to open it, having 
to pass that way, L felt a sudden prick .in my finger, and 
atthe same time a violent electrical shock, as if I were split 
asunder. Notthinking of a serpent, 1 first umagined, that 
uy Malabar boys had, in their play, wound some wire 
about the handle, by which L had been burt, aed asked 
them sharply, what mischief they had doue to the door. They 
denied, that they had meddied with it, and 1 made a 
second attempt, when [ was attacked still more violently, and 
perceived the blood trickling down, my finger. 1 then re- 
turned into my room, sucking the wound, “tll 1 could 
draw no more blood. I applied. some spirits of turpentine 
to it, put on & bandage, and being much hurried that 
evening with other. business, made no farther inquiry 
about it. However, in the night it swelled, and was very 
painfal. 

Iv the morning, I went again into the work-room, whea 
I thought [ perceived an unpleasant, musky smell. On 
approaching the before-mentioned door, the stench was in- 
tolerable, Lagain asked the boys, what nasty thing they had 
brought into the room, tor they were always at play; 
but they again denied any knowledge of the cause of the 
nuisance. A candle was brought, and | now beheld the ori- 
gin of all the mischief. About six inches length of the 
head and body of a young split-snake hung out of the key- 
hole, quite dead ; and on taking off the lock, L found the 
creature twisted into it, and so much wounded by the turn 
of the bolt, in attempting to open the door, that it had 
died in consequence. It had intended to enter the room 
through the key-hole, when 1 thus accidentally stopped its 
progress, and got bitten ; and considering the deadly poison 
ihis serpent always infuses into the wound inflicted, I felt 
very thankful to God, my preserver, that, by sucking the 
infected blood out of my finger in time, and applying a 
proper remedy, though ignoraut of the cause of the wound, 
my life was not endangered. IL have heard and _ believe, 
that the bite of every serpent is accompanied, more or less, 
by asensation similar to an clectiical shock, as the poison 
seeins almost instantaneously to affect the whole mass ot 
blood. We considered also the naine of split-snake given 
to this animal, not so much as deserplive of its split appear 
ance, 
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‘ } - > - : 7 * y 
anee, as of the singular sensation its bite occasious, and whicl 
Lihen expericneed, 





Of various Cases explained by the Hypothesis of a Spherule 
Mind. 


[From Mr. Fearn’s Essay on Conseiousness.] 


ENSATION beiwg considered as occasioned by proper 
motions, producing fexures.ia the suriace of the mind, I 
shall, further ou, have occnsicu toargue, upon physical grounds, 
that each of our five exiernal senses displays exures of dif- 
ferent vatural magiiiudes, | shail, also, bave to.argue that 
sensual ideas. (resewsbling sensations,) are xccompanied by 


surface of the mind: 





similar motions, produciog dlexures in the 
and, that flexures apposited with sensual mere ideas, ave smaller 
than the flexures apposited with our finest sensations. 

This being for.the preseat supposed, it should follow, on the 
hypotiesis of a spherule, that if a man be in distess, or 


yassion, he will lose bisidess, (that is, lose memory or presence 
5 > . 


of wiod,) before he will lose the weakest of his five external 
scuises: for it is evident, that as the tension of the spherule 
always increases with increase of any unpleasant interest, the 
surface must become less flexible the more we are previously 
allected. 

Now, it-is always observed, that on alarm, or deep occupancy, 
if avy sense fail, a man’s presence of wind or memory ts the 
very first mode of intelligence that fails him: the iike happens 
ender violent anger, or any other passion, and eqaally so under 
sensual pain. [tis not less true, that in extreme cases even 
our external senses fail: and the weakest always first. 

L once kuew a brave man, who, with several others, was left 
on board a captured ship, the hostile crew of which were Ja- 
dians, a party of whom, during the removal of the prisoners, 
had secreted themselves below, in the hope of retaking their 
vessel, With this purpose they assaulted the captors, at night; 
their attack was most sudden, sanguinary, and dismal; and 
this man, (who with only one or two others survived) assured 
me, that at the moment of surprise bis sight failed him, though 
it was in a fine moonlight: but quickly recovering himself, he 
fought vigorously, and escaped. [ knew the man to possess 
both courage and veracity ; and | have no doubt of the truth 
of his statement. 

This case | explain, agreeably to my subject, by supposing 
that sudden fear bad strained his mind so as to expel his vision 
by preventing those minute motions ef mental surface which 
vision occasions. And here Lam toobsvrve, thatthe expulsion 
did 
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did not arise from his attending to other objects, because his 
eyes were strained toward his enemies, though they, (at one 
titne,) conveyed no intelligence. Here no foreign cerebro) 
vibration could overcome his sight, whilst his eyes and whole 
mind were bent upon his dreadful assailants. 

L have been told of persons who lost vision whilst a horse 
ran away with them; and of a wonnded person, in agony, 
riding some miles ona horse without voting any thing, More 
than this | have heard it said, that a man of cultivated mind 
has been known, in the presence of an august assembiy, to be 
so confused, as to see a written paper asa blank. 

Perhaps almost every man of experience and observation 
has marked numberless instances wherein mere bas!fulness, 
shame, or other such affection has, for the moment, prevented 
a susceptible person’s eyes, and ears, from conveying intelli- 
gence trom the objects before them. In short it would be 
endless to recount the variety of cases in which a strong affec- 
tion prevents not only memory, but also vision; and, in ex- 
treine cases, overrules almost all sensations, at least tor the 
moment. 

It is however well known, that such extreme distensions of 
the mind cannot, (or never do) last any length of time, if the 
sufferer be above idioicy. And, however deep our agouy or 
passion may be, for a moment, or a few moments, or perhaps 
a tew minutes, some change very soon takes place. This is 
well accounted for when we consider, that if fear, or other 
passion, amount to despair, the mind instantly relaxes, and lets 
in new affections; and, if such passion do not amount 
despair, there is always a possible admittancé for any acci- 
dental inpulse which may change the scene. Add to this, 
that our nerves cannot inflict agony, in a continuous motion, 
for any great length of time; though they may durably convey 
much pam, shoit of agony. We also kaow, that every mind 
is exposed to a thousand assaulis both from memory, and ex- 
ternal things; insomuch that it never can be long without 
some newimpulse. to trath, it seems to be the inevitable con- 
dition of a human mind, during vigilance, to be continually 
changing, either by great or by iittle steps. 

{tis very well knownthat men perform all nice bodily actions 
that they are accustomed to, such as music, and billiards, with 
aneflort so very slight, that it scarce surpasses the least degree 
of mental agitation 5 whilst it must happen, (on the hypothesis 
of a spherule,) that the same surface which receives sensa- 
tions, is that which must re-act upon the nerves ia all morions 
of the body. Now, ideas are supposed to be accompanied by 
faint reproductions of the traces of sensations in the surface of 
the mind; and it is probable that the motions of mind which 
couvey musical action, way not much diifer in strength from 
those 
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those revived lesser. motions which accompany sensual mere 
ideas. The probability of this will be shewn farther on; but 
here, supposing it to be so, it should follow, that apy mental 
affection sufficiently strong to prevent memory, should, perhaps, 
evidently affect correct nice bodily action, such as music, 
billiards, and the like. 

Such, it is well known, is fact ; forif we be affected by pain, 
choler, fear, shame, or other passion, we shuil neither remem- 
ber, nor accomplish any delicate bodily purpose, with any 
thing like the nicety that we can do when we are tranquil. 

If aman be either timid, or over hot, at play, or in combat, 
he shall not manage his weapon so expertly, though life itself 
depend upon the stake, as if he were cool and deliberate: and 
in such a state if he have a cause to plead, he shali fiud his 
memory serve him very sorrily. 

How often do we acknowledge, that we were so concerned, 
ashamed, surprised, or angered, that we quite forgot those very 
things which it was our best interest to have either said or 
done? and find the memory of them come provokingly, to 
taunt our imbecility, the moment any of these passions have 
left the mind sufficiently relaxed to admit correct thinking. 

To conclude this argument, it seems obviously to appear, 
why correct delicate motions, such as serve to occasion think- 
ing, memory, imagination, and delicate bodily action, must be 
impaired, (and perhaps nearly in equal degree,) by strong 
affections, if we admit all affections to be occasioned by 
motions in the surface of a tlexible spherule ; which spherule 
must be less capable of fine motions, in proportion as the 
degree of its actual tension readers its surface less easily 
farther flexible. 

Now I think, the order of government of every species of 
ronsciousness hitherto considered, seems xccounted for with 
probability, by treating the mind as a ticxibie spherule. And 
the concomitance of motion, flexute, aad tension, explains 
ihe physical analogy of such governinent. 





Travels of the English Horse, John Bull. 
h R. FORBES takes home with him from Bombay, on 


board the Caroline, his fuvourite English horse, John 
Ball; a horse well known in the B bbery Hunt. 

Joho Ball originatly left his country as a trooper’s horse in 
the 12@thor prince of Wales’s light dragoons, inthe year 1800, 
and was with bis corps landed in Portugal. When the army 
for the expulsion of the French from Evypt, was preparing 
under the orders of Sir KR. Aberbromby in the Mediterranean, a 
partof the 12th, us dismounted cavalry, accompanied the 

Q expedition ; 
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expedition; and many of the field or mounted officers of the 
line, were permitted to furnish themselves’ with the horses 
belonging to the dismounted dragoous—Jolin Ball (as he has 
since been named) fell to the lot of the gallant and much- 
lamented Lieutenant Colonel Erskine (formerly, Lieutenant 
and adjatant of the 77th in Bombay) whoreceived his death’s 
wound mounted on John, and the animal himself was severely 
wounded at the same moment ‘This, it is believed, was in the 
memorable action of the 13th March, in ‘driving the French 
from the heights which subsequently beeame the entrenched 
camp of the English. 

On the death of Colonel Erskine, Joba. was purchased by 
an officer of the 12th, who well knew his valuc, and by that 
officer he was sold to Paymaster Campbell of the 88th, who 
brought him by the route of the Red Sea to Bombay, and 
disposed of him to Mr. Forbes; whose property he has ever 
since been. John’s long and useful services entitle him to 
“ live in clover” for the rest of his life, and his deserts will 
mect with an ample reward. 

Though the travels of his master must undoubtedly be al- 
lowed a preference, yet we see no reason why the travels of a 
horse, especially of a horse which’ has served his country, 
should be deemed void of interest. As Arab horses are 
brought from the east, this English horse was brought from 
the west: and we hope that his pedigree and performances 
are registered in Asia, as those of an Arab would be, to the 
honour of his race and the glory of bis family and country. 





Particular Description of an oriental Mode of Muscular 
Evercise. 


By M. L. Este, Esq. late Lecturer on Animated Nature, and the 
Philosophy of the Animal Economy at the Royal Institution. 


‘HAM POOING is an expedient neither known nor under- 
‘J stood in this country, but generally used in lndia and the 
Levant as a Juxury, and ofteu resorted to as a remedy in very 
high estimation. The operation is performed by peeple 
regularly trained to the office, called shampoo-men, and to be 
agreeable must be done with art: it consists in gently | ressing 
aod turning the body, rendered previously supple aad pliant by 
warm and vapour bathing: the shampoo-man causes the fol- 
Jowing joints to crack without any troub!e—the wrist, the 
clbow, the shoulder, the vertebre of the neck and of the back, 
the mstep, the knee, and the hip ; and he performs this task as 
if he were a perfect anatomist. 
s) When 
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When last in the Mediterranean, I saw and submitted to the 
operation, which was done in the usual manner; to effect the 
purpose in the dorsal vertebree, the shambooing attendant was 
placed upon a low chair, and made the bather sit upon the 
ground before it; putting the knee against the concave part of 
the back, and laying hold of both shoulders, he suddenly pulled 
them backwards, and at the same time gave the body an oblique 
sliding motion, which caused the dorsal articulations to crack 
with two distinct explosians, nearly similar te the report of a 
small popgun :—as this was done with much expertness, the 
sensations were singular, and for a moment rather disagreeable ; 
the shampooing attendant then began to knead the limbs, 
grasping, pounding, and gently squeezing the flesh with the 
whole hands, like so much dough, from the extremities to the 
centre, thereby removing every sensation of pain, and cou- 
cluded the business by putting on a camel-hair glove, and by 
rubbing the skin briskly, which took from it all the porous 
atheromatous obstructions, and rendered it soft and smooih 
as satin. The sensations after stuping and macerating a long 
time in Warm water, and in steam, after the process of sham- 
pooing, are certainly very different from sensations of weak- 
ness; they are delightful: for in the bath health is admitted at 
every pore, while the latter process imparts to each particular 
joint its full freedom and all its latitude of motion, the whole 
gives an ease, a pliability, a suppleness, and an activity equally 
invigorating to the mind and to the body, which may serve 
both to correct the vulgar prejudice of the ‘ relaxing effects’ 
of warm bathiog, and to confirm the justnes: of the inference 
the ancients drew of the mens sane in corpore sano, 





An ANEC DOT E, 


Few days since a poor woman, of Siddlesham, near 

Chichester, having occasion to quit her cottage (which 
wasa lonely one) for some errands, left her three children at 
home ; but during her absence one of them, a boy about four 
years of age, took the red hot poker from the fire, and applied 
it toa part of the habitation, which soon kindled into a fame, 
and burnt so rapidly, that the little incendiary and ove of his 
sisters, apprized of the danger, quitted it, but extraordinary 
to relate, the girl not more than six years of age, had not loug 
remained u spectator of the conflagration, before she recol- 
lected the helpless infant, they had lettasleep in the cradle, and 
with a most wonderful presence of mind and resolution, re- 
turned to the devouring element, aud actually rescued the 
litde innocent from certain death, as the cottage was shortly 
after totally consumed. ; 

Vol. 53. 2T Answer, 
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Answer, by M. B. of Sherborne,to J Postlethwaite’s Charade, inseried the 
ist of February. 


CH AFFINCH, Sir, was meant by you, 
4% Which I now plainly bring to view. 


*,* We have received the like answer from Walter Bickham, of Spring 
Gardens, near Ashburton; H. Welsford, of Crediton; J. Newland, of Hol- 
beton academy; B. Beicher, of Stonehouse; and J. W. of Charmouth. 
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Answer, by J. Darkeve, of Camborne, to the Rebus, inserted February 1. 


OV Tie is the town you mean, 


i he same in Devon may be seen. 


(<> Similar answers have been received from R. R. Broad, of Falmouth; 
J. WV. of Charmouth; J. Arnold, and E. Dunn, of Mevagissey; W. Bick- 
ham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton; and S. Duck, late of South Pe- 
therton, 








A CHARADE, by F. W. of Charmouth, 


Word, one syllable I mean, 
Strike off two letters from the same, 
A word, two syllables reinain, 
I hope to hear from you again. 





A CHARADE, by R. Cuming. 


F for my first you search around, 
Within a prison it is found; 
"Tien for my second look about, 
Fo: by a Zarment its ina le out: 
My whole’s design’d, while I do sleep, 
My second safe and sound to keep. 





An ENIGMA, by F. L. Veysey, of Rackenford. 


OUT-CHARMING NINE! assist me to rehearse 
ws) My uses, actions, in this humble verse ; 
I both befriend impiety and pride, 
And madly follow what I should deride, 
A potasite, to adulation prone, 
Yet Ican stop oppression’s doleful groan; 
Can consviation pive tomisery’s child, 
And svothe the orphan’s grief with accents mild; 
Pron sprendid maustons, charm’d I view the stars, 
But snk appall'd at elemental jars; 
Yea, to descitbe whatever's by me done, 
would shrink Apollo’s store, aud drain his Helicon. 
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(<The letters of several correspondents, containing answers to charade 


, " sii ’ 
vebuses, (Fé er ived too late to be not ced 
*e* Genuine anstwers boued Ye t teth questions, enignas, & 
ttt Postage of letters is expected ia be pait, 


6 POETRY. 
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For'the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
CONJUGAL AFFECTION. 


¢ he ik. marriage state can bliss bestow, 
Unknown to thuse who rove; 
It makes a paradise below, 
Of safety, peace, and love. 


*Tis this can early griefs assuage, 
When nothing else can charm ; 
Console usin dechning age, 
And gloomy fears disarm. 


When call’d to brave affliction’s wave, 
Or drink at pleasure’s mill, 

It heiyhtens all the good we have, 
And softens every ill, 


Whatever trials may assail, 
Or weighty cares abound ; 
Jowever faithless friends may fail, 
A cordtal here is found. 


Hence, the best comforts we possess, 
Or possibly can know, 

With the best balm fur deep distress, 
Must trom this fountain flow. 


True source of bliss! indeed to those 
Who love their joys to shore ; 

Which gives a calm and sweet repose, 
And lightens every care. 


*Midst crosses, losses, toils, and pain, 
Which growing years mulest, 

We hear may sympathy obtain, 
With conndential rest. 


Let vicious minds at marriage spurn, 
And fly its kind relief; 

Wheie’er the hercer passions burn, 
They bring remorse and grief, 


Hail « edded love ! which can unite 
The annds whe own thy sway; 
Aind jy ield ineffable deli, br, 
‘Thro’ lite’s eventful day. 


M. 
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COMPAS>ION, 


HF callous breast unmow'd can see 
Pale mis'ry weep in dire distress ; 
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Regardless view the feeble knee, 
Is proud misfortune to distress. 


But mild compassion, heavenly maid! 
With teadcr accent softens grief; 

She kindly lifts the drooping head, 
And gives adversity relief. 


And from her spotless bosom rise 
The feeling thought, the tender sigh, 
To soothe the voice of woe she joys, 
And wipe the tear from sorrow’s eyc. 


Old age oft treated with neglect, 
By cold indiff’rence cast away, 
Meets from compassion due respect, 

She succours nature’s swift decay. 


Behold the outcast’s throbbing breast, 
With penttential sorrows wrung: 

© dear compassion! give her rest, 
And stop detraction’s libel tongue, 


The parent thou of charity, 
To avaricious souls unknown; 

Sweet goddess of humanity | 
That svoth’s affliction’s suffering groan. 


How oft we see the rich and great, 

Whom Heav’n with affluence hath bless’d, 
Despise the wretch of lower state, 

And treat with scorn the poor distress’d! 


O did they soft compassion know, 
Did sympathy theic bosoms warm, 
The tear ct pity then would flow, 
They’d stretch to want the succ’ring arm, 


O heavenly goddess! dwell with me, 
While thro’ lite’s mazy way I go; 

And may I have the pow’r with thee, ' 
To chear distress, misfortune, woe ! 


Coldridge. J. CHAPPLE, 





LINES TO A SISTER ON HER BIRTH-DAY. 


HO’ some may address you in language more bold, 
And some may delight you with verses more flowing : 
Compare but their words to my wishes, they’re cold, 
And their verse to my feeling, tis not halt su glowing. 


*Tis thy birth-day, dear girl! so I prithee receive 
This wish for your happiness, warm from my heart : 

‘That it is nct more worth your acceptance I grieve, 
But ’tis utter’d by nature, not cffer’d by art. 


May the sun when he lights up his taper of day 

Look on you with pleasure, and give you his smile ; 
And may no cloud of sorrow e’er darken a ray 

‘That would help ia life’s journey the way to beguile! 


May all whom you meet with distinguish your worth ; 
May the praise which is due tu your merit be shewn! 

May you find every friend you possess upon carth 
Kurich’d with a heart and a mind like your own! 


J. HR 
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